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I. AMENDMENT 

In the Claims: 
Claim 1. (Canceled) 
5 Claim 2. (Canceled) 
Claim 3. (Canceled) 
Claim 4. (Canceled) 
Claim 5, (Canceled) 
Claim 6. (Canceled) 
10 Claim 7. (Canceled) 
Claim 8. (Canceled) 
Claim 9. (Canceled) 

Claim 10. (Currently Amended) An article of furniture for pets comprising: 

a first pet step comprising a highrdensity foam core of three-dimensional shape, 

1 5 said hlgh^lenslty foam having a relatively high coefficient of fnction, and defining a 
bottom, a cover removably mounted to said core, said cover being constructed from a 
fabric having a relatively high coefficient of friction and having a plurality of seams 
arranged therein so as to deflne a bag shape with an opening therein, an elastic band 
mounted to the cover at said opening, sard cover t>eing fitted around said core such that 

20 the band locates entirely within the perimeter of the bottom of the core leaving a 
substantial area of the bottom of the core uncovered and exposed, and a plurality of 
fasteners permanently svstematicall v and strategically m nnnteH to specific locations on 
the cover, 
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a second pet step comprising a high-density foam core of three-dimensional 
shape, said high-density foam having a refativeiy high coefficient of friction, and defining 
a bottom, a cover removably mounted to said core, said cover being constructed from a 
fabric having a relatively high coefficient of firictlon and having a plurality of seams 
ananged therein so as to define a bag shape with an opening therein, an elastic band 
mounted to the cover at said opening, said cover being fitted around said core such that 
the band locates entirely within the perimeter of the bottom of the core leaving a 
substantial area of the bottom of the core uncovered and exposed, and a plurality of 
fasteners pormanon ti y systematica lly and strateaicallY m ountaH to specific locations jtn 
the cover, and 

said second pet step being removably mounted to the first pet step such that the 
bottom of the.second step, including the exposed area of the core, mates with and is 
adjacent the cover of the first step and the fasteners therebetween are engaged. 

1 5 Claim 1 1 . (Cunently Amended) The article of furniture of claim 1 0 wherein the fasteners 
comprise hook-and-loop fasteners and are pomrianontly systematically and strateg inany 
mounted In etfategte specific, con espondino locations to the mating surfaces of the- 
adjoining blocks. 

20 Claim 12. (Original) The article of furniture of claim 1 1 wherein each hook-and-loop 
fastener comprises a hook portion and a loop portion and the hook portion is mounted 
to the cover of the first block and the loop portion is mounted to the cover of the second 
block such that the portions will mate upon assembly. 
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Claim 13. (Currently Amended) The article of furniture of claim 12 further comprising a 
third pet step, eyeh sajd third pet step comprising a high-density foam core of three- 
dimensional shape, said high-density fbam having a relatively high coefficient of friction, 
5 and defining a Iwtlom, a cover removably mounted to said core, said cover being 
constructed from a fabric having a relatively high coefflcfent of friction and having u 
plurality of seams arranged therein so as to define a bag shape with an opening therein, 
an elastic band mounted to the cover at said opening, said cover being fitted around 
said core such that the band locates entirely within the perimeter of the bottom of the 
10 core leaving a substantial area of the bottom of Uie core uncovered and exposed, and a 
plurality of hook-and-loop fasteners pe rman e nt l y svstematl caltv and strateniealiy 
mounted to specific locations on tha cover, and the steps being removably mounted 
adjacent each other and arranged Into a stair such that the hook-and-loop fasteners, 
having a hook poilion and a loop portion, are mated and engaged. 

IS 

Claim 14. (Previously Amended) A method for constructing a pet stair from a plurality of 
pet steps, each such step comprising a high-density fbam core of three-dimensional 
shape, said high-density foam having a relatively high coefficient of friction, and each 
core defining a bottom, a cover removably mounted to said core, said cover being 
20 constructed from a fabric having a relatively high coefficient of friction and having a 
plurality of seams arranged therein so as to define a bag shape with an opening therein, 
and an elastic band mounted to the cover at said opening, sakj cover being fitted 
around said core such that the band locates entirely within the perimeter of the bottom 
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Of the core leaving a substantial area of the bottom of the core uncovered and exposed, 
comprising the steps of: 

assembling the Individual pet steps to be used by fitting the covers on the cores 
so that the seams generally locate on the comers of the cores and the bands locate 
5 entirely within the perimeters of the bottoms of the cores leaving a substantial area of 
the bottom nf the core uncovered and exposed, and 

arranging the pet steps adjacent each other in a stair configuration as desirable 
so that the bottom of at least one step, including the exposed portion of the core, is 
adjacent the cover of at least one step. 

10 

Claim 1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 14 wherein the steps further 
comprise hook-and-loop fasteners pemianent l v svstematicallv and strateqle^|fY 

to Specific locations on the covers, each fastener having a hook portion and a 
loop portion, and (he method further comprising the step of: 
1 5 fastening the pet steps to each other by securing the hook portion of a hook-and- 

loop fastener to the corresponding loop portion of a mating hook-and-loop fastener, 
thereby engaging the fasteners. 

Claim 16. (Original) The method of claim 15 wherein the foam cores are of regular six- 
20 sided block shape and the steps are arranged in a three-step stair. 

Claim 17. (Original) The method of claim 15 wherein the foam cores are of regular six- 
sided block shape and the steps are arranged in a four-step stair. 
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